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Appendix 2
An open letter to Lord Milner’s Commission

Gentlemen,

Egypt has finally decided not to interview your honourable commission as long as it comes under
the name of the British protectorate in Egypt. Representing the women of Egypt, we are also definitely
agreed on that point. However, we would like to give you a fair idea of the present situation of Egypt,
as it really is. Many have given their opinions on the ‘why and what’ of the Egyptian Movement, but
though some have slightly touched on the truth, yet the whole is far from the truth,

The Egyptian Movement is wholly and thoroughly a patriotic movement, void of all religious, or
Turkish influence. It has absolutely nothing to do with Bolshevism, and it is not an indirect outcome
of the high cost of living, as some have declared. The country is in an excellent financial condition,
and with a ‘good deal of charity’ and generosity our poor are provided for, as his Lordship is aware,

The Egyptian Movement is purely patriotic. Lord Milner in his book ‘England in Egypt’ spokc of
the improbability of a revolution in Egypt. He considers the Arabi Revolution as the Strongest proof of
the intensity of old misgovernment, and he may be right. We may take it then that to-day’s revolution
is the strongest proof of British misgovernment in Egypt. Truthfully speaking, we can say that
misgovernment was not the immediate cause of the present movement, but we cannot deny, that it had
its part in arousing the dormant qualities of our ancient race. Egypt is the land of paradox as Lord
Milner says, and it is not strange to see unexpected things suddenly happen. The spark of patriotic
greatness, smothered for so many centuries, by the ashes of numerous invasions, and subdued by the
influence of a darker civilization, than that which it enjoyed, in its own times, has existed all along,

British inf]uex}ce, though indirectly, and twentieth century civilisation directly, have helped, no
doubt, to clear away these aches, and the late British misgovernment, and wrongful policy, have
supplied the fuel for the present flame in Egypt. (We thank Great Britain, for so doing).

England has boasted of well governing Egypt for the past years. We THANK ENGLAND. Prestige
had a great deal to do with England’s success though as Lord Milner says “There is no such thing as
prestige’. It was not the prestige of military power that preserved the docility and pacific disposition of

_the race, during British rule (Egyptian do not fear guns); it was the prestige of England’s good
reputation. The Egyptian honoured the Englishman in former times because he lived under the
delusion that the Englishman never commits anything dishonourable or dishonest.

He ranked the Enélishman as the embodiment of truthfuIness, honesty, justice, and other good qualities.
He considered him as the man of fair play, who always keeps his word. Eis defects of course, he also knew
exireme egoism and pride. The Egyptian looked up to the Englishman along with the well-known courtesy of
the fast, which perhaps accounted for the hasty butltoning up of the  jacket to the chin, of the small “cftendi’
when approached by a superior official, and which was mistakenly taken as a token of servilily, which made a
most unfavourable impression on the typical Briton, Nevertheless admiration leads to imitation, and imitation
1n time leads lo acquirement, and even a delusionary reputation has its good cffect on the admirer, and as even
the small ‘effendi” has gradually grown these qualities, whose roots have always existed in his heart, and it is
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all thanks to the British Occupation.

England has declared time after time, that her occupation in Egypt was temporary, and, of a
philanthropic nature. Lord Milner has confirmed this view of the occupation when he said, that it is
exact apposite of the truth that the power of England is used without regard for the feelings and
welfare of the people, and, with the sole object of furthering her own commercial interests, and
paving the way to annexation. Other English politicians have repeatedly declared their policy in the
same tone, and we cannot understand why England has failed to stand by her word.

Imagine, Honourable Gentlemen the impression that England’s policy has left on our minds. Her
actions of late justify the conclusion we arrived at, and will you excuse us for putting it bluntly into
words.

England must have come with the sole object of furthering her own commercial interests, and,
paving the way to annexation.

England’s ambition was to annex Egypt. It must have been only the fear of clashing with the
interests of other great powers, that made her pretend otherwise, at that time, England entered Egypt
on false pretexts.

She did not enter as a conqueror which would have been frank and more honourable; she seems to
have preferred carrying out her policy by false declaration, she deprived all Egyptians of their arms;
then under Martial Law, declared her protectorate, over Egypt. We were simply stolen in the dead of
night, from our place with other powers. If England sees this as it really is, we still hope that she will
not tread on her spirit of manliness and bravery and accept this abominable position. Furthermore.
England cannot still the voice of our just protestations. From henceforth, we can only be governed by
military force, and by that alone, and that is what British protection is amount to.

Egypt on the othér hand, living under delusion believed England, she counted on her word of
honour. She never suspected. She gave England every help. She furnished all requirements of the army
in Palestine. She gave her men, her beasts, and her crops. She became the military centre of the British
army in the East, and all in goodwill, in confidence counting on England’s honour and England’s
sence of justice. .

She found out, but only too late alas: that in helping to crush imperialism in Germany, she had
fallen into the jaws of a greater imperialism, and this was the nation on whom she lavished her
confidence and affection.

Do you wonder then, most Honourable Gentlemen; that Egypt protests, that Egypt now suspects
and distrusts, that Egypt cannot and will not parley with you; your sense of British traditions alone can
answer you and we hope they will.

Representing Egypt’s mothers, sisters and daughters, we would inform you that there are only two
alternatives to the EGYPTIAN QUESTION: England must either keep up to her reputation and
reconquer our respect and friendship or in other words, stand by her word, a word she signed, and
endorsed. England should abolish immediately the Protectorate, and should give Egypt her just claim
of INDEPENDENCE. If so, England shall be our friend, our benefactor and evertything that is
desirable and compatjble with our complete independence. She will still have a hand, as the promoter
of the welfare of Egypt, thus helping the children of the Pharaohs to live to the virtues and traditions
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of their great fathers. Are we not worth the trials.

Ther other altermative, and it will be a sad one, will be, - England blinded by greed and love of
material gain, will crush the sense of honour and will take Egypt first stealthily, and then by force.

Our protests will be met by firearms as we have already witnessed England has cnough power to
do so with her army, navy, and acrodromes. But we shall protest, and protest. We shall fight armless;
our blood shall soak the soil of our fathers, and we shall die happy.

Perhaps our history in the time of the Romans and afterwords endorses these last words. Do not
forget Honourable Gentlemen, the one hundred thousand martyrs, at the time of Diocletian, and please
note that these Egyptians that lefi their mark on history, are the fathers of these, who will seal present ,
history, and their blood is the same.

We beg you to excuse our frankness, but perhaps it is better to be frank, especially in a time when
all the world is sick of hypocrisy, and the old system, and, nothing can remain after the great conflict
of the world of to-day, but LIBERTY, JUSTICE and TRUTH. Virtues will come up topmost in the
long run, and we hope that Great Britain will not fail to be its champion.

THE WOMEN OF EGYPT
Public mecting of Egyptian Women
St. Mark’s Cathedral
Cairo, December 12, 1919
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